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How	to	become	a	veterinary	nurse	assistant	uk

If	you	love	animals	and	you	want	a	challenging	and	rewarding	career,	becoming	a	veterinary	assistant	might	be	the	job	for	you.	As	a	veterinary	assistant,	you	will	use	all	your	skills	to	complete	daily	responsibilities	with	the	ultimate	goal	of	establishing	and	supporting	pets’	health	and	wellbeing.	Capable	veterinary	assistants	balance	multiple	duties
and	manage	pet	care	and	owners’	expectations	through	their	passion	for	animals	and	key	personality	traits	ideal	for	the	veterinary	field.	Career	focused,	distance	education	programs.	Explore	your	opportunities	to	study	Vet	Assistant	Courses	here	to	find	your	next	course.	There	are	a	variety	of	desired	personality	traits	that	every	veterinary	assistant
should	possess.	Here	are	some	of	the	essential	qualities	veterinarians	look	for	in	their	assistants:	Confidence	–	Veterinarian	nurses	must	think	fast	and	make	quick	decisions,	meaning	they	need	confidence	in	their	abilities	and	skills.	Often,	nurses	are	assigned	pet	clients	separate	from	the	clinic’s	care	team,	and	confidence	in	their	ability	to	work	with
pets	and	their	owners	is	vital	to	a	successful	career.Empathy	–	Pets	are	often	brought	to	the	vet	clinic	because	they	are	injured,	in	pain,	or	ill.	They	can	act	out,	and	their	owners	may	be	overwrought	with	emotion.	Veterinary	assistants	need	to	have	empathy	for	the	injured	pet	and	its	frightened	owner.	Being	sympathetic	will	help	both	the	pet	you	are
working	with	and	reassure	the	worried	owner	in	the	room.Resilience	–	Improving	and	even	saving	pets’	lives	are	uplifting	moments	of	a	veterinary	assistant’s	career.	Unfortunately,	some	animals	need	to	be	euthanised,	and	others	don’t	make	it	through	surgery.	These	are	difficult	moments	for	an	animal	lover	to	witness,	but	a	nurse	or	assistant	needs
to	separate	their	feelings	and	do	their	job.	Resiliency	is	necessary	for	you,	the	pet,	and	the	pet’s	owner.Dedication	–	Veterinary	assistants	work	long	hours,	especially	when	emergencies	occur,	and	the	work	often	involves	many	physical	demands.	Commitment	to	the	job,	even	on	the	hardest	days,	will	give	you	a	sense	of	purpose.	Patience	–	Vet	clinics
can	be	hectic,	chaotic	places	at	times,	full	of	scared	animals	in	pain	and	emotional	owners.	Nurses	and	assistants	need	to	exercise	patience	at	all	times,	no	matter	how	busy	things	are	and	no	matter	how	difficult	a	pet	is	acting.		Other	important	qualities	in	a	veterinary	assistant	include	meticulousness,	adaptability,	respect,	and	creativity.		What	are
the	educational	requirements	in	this	field?	You	can	become	a	veterinary	assistant	or	nurse	by	taking	coursework	and	graduating	with	a	diploma	in	Pet	Care/Vet	Assistant	from	the	International	Career	Institute.	In	less	than	a	year,	you	can	earn	your	degree	and	start	your	career.	Graduates	can	choose	from	a	variety	of	animal-related	fields	to	work	in,
such	as	veterinary	clinics,	animal	welfare	organisations,	wildlife	parks	and	zoos,	and	veterinary	pharmaceutical	companies.		Veterinary	assistants	and	nurses	need	to	enrol	with	the	Royal	College	of	Veterinary	Surgeons,	the	veterinary	regulatory	body	in	the	United	Kingdom	to	legally	participate	in	certain	surgeries	and	procedures.	What	career
progressions	are	available	for	a	vet	assistant?	After	becoming	a	veterinary	assistant,	you	may	want	to	know	what	career	progressions	are	available	if	you	wish	to	grow	within	this	field.	Applying	to	university	and	completing	a	veterinary	degree,	typically	a	5-year	process,	will	allow	you	to	become	a	practising	veterinarian.	All	veterinarians	will	need	to
register	with	the	Royal	College	of	Veterinary	Surgeons.	You	may	choose	to	work	in	a	general	veterinary	practise	or	go	back	to	university	for	advanced	postgraduate	degrees	in	specialties	such	as	dermatology,	acupuncture,	or	cardiology.	Dedicating	your	career	to	research	or	teaching	are	other	career	avenues	open	to	veterinarians.		What	are	a	vet
assistant’s	role	responsibilities?	A	veterinary	assistant	is	responsible	for	a	wide	variety	of	role	responsibilities.	Some	of	the	vital	duties	associated	with	this	field	are:	Administering	medications	and	vaccinations	to	petsAssisting	with	x-raysPreparing	pets	for	surgeryBooking	appointments	and	answer	callsSterilising	surgical	instruments	and	medical
equipmentApplying	bandages	to	fractures	and	woundsKeeping	careful	and	accurate	recordsFamiliarising	yourself	with	pets’	information	and	notes	from	previous	appointmentsProviding	information	and	educating	ownersGiving	feed,	water,	and	fresh	bedding	to	pets	in	your	careAssisting	with	euthanasiaObserving	pets	during	and	after	surgeryGiving
medications	and	immunisations	to	animalsRestraining	animals	during	examinations,	treatments,	and	operationsAssisting	veterinarians	during	surgeryResponding	to	emergenciesCleaning	and	sanitising	kennels,	cages,	exam	and	waiting	roomsExercising	pets	staying	at	the	clinic	These	are	standard	duties	that	a	nurse	or	assistant	can	deal	with	daily
and	that	prevent	the	job	from	becoming	predictable.	Start	your	career	in	veterinary	care	with	ICI	UK	Would	you	like	to	work	with	animals	as	a	career?	Do	you	have	some	of	the	qualities	needed	in	a	veterinary	assistant?	If	this	job	appeals	to	you,	visit	the	International	Career	Institute’s	website	and	learn	about	our	Pet	Care/Vet	Assistant	courses	and
diploma.	Don’t	wait	to	make	a	difference	in	animals’	lives.	Enrol	in	ICI	UK	today	and	start	building	a	career	with	purpose	and	meaning.	There	are	two	different	pathways	you	can	take	to	train	as	a	veterinary	nurse,	either	through	vocational	training	or	higher	education.	Veterinary	nursing	courses	can	be	competitive	so	you’ll	need	to	meet	their
minimum	entry	requirements	and	be	driven	and	passionate	if	you	want	to	secure	your	place.	With	either	route,	you’ll	need	to	make	sure	your	course	is	a	Royal	College	of	Veterinary	Surgeons	(RCVS)	accredited	veterinary	nursing	qualification.	Approved	programmes	include	a	full-time	period	of	practical	nursing	training	in	an	approved	training
practice	or	practices.	Student	nurses	must	enrol	with	the	RCVS	to	legally	carry	out	some	of	the	nursing	procedures	needed	for	their	training.	Once	nurses	are	qualified	and	completed	their	necessary	training	hours,	they	will	then	be	able	to	register	with	the	RCVS	as	Registered	Veterinary	Nurses	(RVNs).	Work	experience	Work	experience	is	vital	if
you	are	looking	for	a	place	on	a	course	to	become	a	veterinary	nurse	and	is	usually	an	entry	requirement.	The	more	experience	you	can	get,	the	better!	We	recommend	not	only	getting	experience	within	a	vet	practice	(ideally	at	an	approved	training	practice)	but	in	a	variety	of	animal-related	environments.	For	example,	you	could	get	experience	at	a
cattery	or	kennel,	rehoming	centre	or	even	a	local	farm	or	abattoir.	It’s	also	important	for	you	to	get	experience	because	you’ll	learn	more	about	what	is	required	of	you	to	do	the	role	and	whether	you’re	suited	to	it.	You	could	potentially	be	studying	for	four	years	or	more	and	you	want	to	enjoy	the	job	for	many	years	after	that,	so	you	need	to	be	sure
this	is	the	career	path	for	you!	Of	course,	we	know	that	studying	hard	to	be	a	veterinary	nurse	is	absolutely	worth	it.	This	is	why	we	offer	those	studying	to	become	a	vet	nurse	voluntary	work	placements	or	‘Seeing	Practice’	(or	Extra-Mural	Studies/EMS)	within	our	pet	hospitals.	If	you’d	like	to	train	to	become	a	veterinary	nurse	with	PDSA,	you	need
to	join	as	one	of	our	amazing	Veterinary	Care	Assistants	(VCAs)	and	pursue	your	training	that	way.	Vocational	qualifications	What	college	courses	are	available	to	become	a	vet	nurse?	A	vocational	qualification	is	the	quickest	way	to	become	an	RVN.	If	you	decide	this	is	for	you,	you	can	complete	a	Level	3	Diploma	in	Veterinary	Nursing,	which	can	take
as	little	as	two	years	to	complete	full-time.	You	can	do	the	Level	3	Diploma	as	an	Advanced	Apprenticeship	alongside	employment	in	a	veterinary	practice,	or	as	a	non-apprenticeship	route.	Through	the	Advanced	Apprenticeship	route,	you’ll	‘earn	while	you	learn’	and	sometimes	employers	will	fund	your	course	fees.	A	popular	choice	for	people	wanting
to	train	as	an	RVN	is	to	complete	the	Level	3	Diploma	in	Veterinary	Nursing	through	a	non-apprenticeship	route.	Practical	work	experience	can	be	gained	through	employment	or,	more	commonly,	through	a	voluntary	work	placement.	Your	college	will	usually	help	students	who	aren’t	in	employment	find	voluntary	work	placements	with	RCVS-
accredited	Training	Practices.	These	vocational	routes	means	you’ll	spend	time	both	in	a	classroom	(either	as	day-release	or	block	placements)	and	working	in	practice.	This	is	great	if	you	do	well	in	the	working	environment,	plus	you’ll	get	plenty	of	hands-on	experience	so	it’s	ideal	for	anyone	looking	to	get	stuck	in	straight	away.	However,	you	will
have	to	balance	academic	demands	with	full-time	work	which	(especially	if	you	are	on	an	Advanced	Apprenticeship)	could	involve	anti-social	working	hours	or	night-shift	work.	Where	can	I	get	my	Level	3	Diploma	in	Veterinary	Nursing?	There	are	several	RCVS-accredited	further	education	colleges	with	courses	in	Veterinary	Nursing	across	the
country.	Entry	requirements	will	depend	on	the	course	you	are	studying	and	where	you	are	studying,	but	minimum	requirements	are	usually	five	GCSEs	at	at	least	grades	C	or	4,	or	five	Scottish	National	5s	at	grades	A	to	C	(or	Standard	Grades	at	grades	one	to	three).	Your	qualifications	must	include	English,	Maths	and	a	science	subject.	As	the
courses	are	quite	competitive,	it’s	essential	to	have	work	experience	in	practical	veterinary	work,	too.	Instead	of	going	through	a	college,	you	can	also	apply	directly	for	employment	as	a	student	or	apprentice	nurse	with	an	RCVS-approved	Training	Practice	to	secure	your	apprenticeship	placement	with	one	of	these	practices.	Can	I	upgrade	my	Level	3
Diploma	to	a	degree?	Once	you	have	completed	your	Level	3	Diploma,	it	is	possible	to	‘top	up’	your	qualification	to	a	full	BSc	honours	degree	through	an	additional	course	offered	at	universities.	This	can	open	the	door	to	postgraduate	opportunities	in	specialist	areas,	such	as	physiotherapy,	behaviour,	teaching	or	research.	You	can	also	further	your
skills	and	knowledge	with	a	Graduate	Diploma	in	Veterinary	Nursing,	which	could	lead	to	more	responsibility	in	your	field.	Higher	education	Can	I	do	a	degree	in	veterinary	nursing?	Another	pathway	to	becoming	an	RVN	is	through	a	higher	education	course.	Several	universities	offer	the	opportunity	to	complete	a	Foundation	Degree	in	Veterinary
Nursing	(FdSc),	or	a	BA	(Hons)	in	Veterinary	Nursing.	A	degree	will	usually	take	three	to	four	years	to	complete,	so	it’s	the	slower	of	the	two	pathways.	Degrees	are	more	academically	focussed,	so	more	time	will	be	spent	learning	the	theory	and	developing	in	the	classroom.	But	you	will	still	need	to	complete	the	same	minimum	amount	of	practical
work-experience	on	placements	in	approved	training	practices.	This	pathway	is	great	for	anyone	who	wants	to	experience	university	and	gain	a	degree,	which	can	open	up	different	career	paths	or	the	possibility	of	further	study.	There	are	several	RCVS-accredited	degrees	in	veterinary	nursing	across	the	country.	Each	university’s	entry	requirements
will	be	different,	so	have	a	look	on	their	websites	to	find	out	theirs.	Often,	you	will	need	evidence	of	practical	work	experience	in	a	veterinary	setting,	as	well	as	specific	A-Levels	or	equivalent	qualifications.	They	are	also	very	competitive,	so	be	prepared	to	exceed	the	minimum	requirements	and	show	you’re	really	passionate	about	becoming	a
veterinary	nurse.	An	advantage	of	taking	this	pathway	is	that	you	have	a	more	structured	approach	to	learning	and	often	have	more	time	to	balance	the	demands	of	study	against	placement	work.	There	are	also	postgraduate	opportunities	available	for	nurses	who	wish	to	move	into	a	specialist	area,	such	as	physiotherapy,	with	this	route.	Funding	my
qualification
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